The Location of Gibeon
The site of ancient Gibeon, presumably meaning 'little hill', is now universally located at the Arab village of el-Jib, about 9 km north by northwest of Jerusalem. We must assume that over the centuries the ending of the name ('ôn) disappeared and the Arabic definite article ("el) got attached to the beginning. This had already occurred by the late twelfth century, as the name el-Jib is attested in Behâ ed-Dîn's Life of Saladin.
1 Although the identification of Gibeon with el-Jib had first been proposed in 1666 by F. F. von Troilo and in 1738 by R. Pococke, 2 positive reasons for the equation were first given in 1838 by Edward Robinson, 3 following which this view became widely accepted, though some 4 queried it. However, it was not finally confirmed until the discovery of numerous jar handles, on which the name Gibeon (gb'n) was either wholly or partly preserved, during el-Jib in 1956 el-Jib in , 1957 el-Jib in and 1959 5 These jar handles frequently have the words gb'n gdr followed by a personal name, most naturally to be rendered 'Gibeon, walled enclosure of x', indicating the vineyard from which the wine originated. This coheres with the fact that excavations revealed wine cellars at Gibeon 6 dating from the same (late monarchical) period. Pritchard 7 left open the question whether gdr means 'walled enclosure' or is a place name Gedor near Gibeon (he compared 1 Chron 8.31; 9.37). However, it is unlikely that Gedor is a place name in the Chronicles passages, as all the adjacent names appear to be simply personal names and no such place name in Benjamin is otherwise attested. 8 On the other hand, gàdèr is well attested as meaning a wall or fence round a vineyard, and since the related g e dèrâ can be used of the area enclosed and not merely the wall or fence enclosing it (sheepfolds in Num 32.16, 36, etc.), presumably gdr here refers to the area enclosed as a vineyard.
The Ethnic Background of the Gibeonites
The Gibeonites are described as belonging to one of the pre-Israelite peoples inhabiting Canaan called the Hivites ( Josh 9.7; 11.19) ; the
